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Please remember to
call ahead
before making a trip
to the Archives on bad
weather days.

Our staff is all volun-~
teer, and safety is key
for statt and patrons.

Bad Weather Info
Line 816-781-3611

MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM

[ asked Kevin Fisher to contrib-
ute to the “President pro tem”
President’s message this time.
He has been one of our most
productive members over the
years. | am always amazed at
what all he able to accomplish;
he has started and completed
more projects than | can count.

~ Stuart Elliott

For the last few years, an effort
has been made to organize and
catalog the Archives holdings
in the basement of our building.
We are fortunate to have this
area as it doubles our square
footage.

The East Room contains 402
volumes and over 1,400 Hol-~
linger boxes of Clay County
Court records (Civil, Criminal
and Probates cases) and four file
cabinets of Subdivision infor~
mation. Most of the documents
in the latter collection include
plats. From the subdivision files,
we ve abstracted street names,
cemetery names, geographical
information, etc. These names
are not all in the computer yet
butwe're working on that!
These files range from the year
1822 up to about 2000 and
includes the entire county.
These were donated by a coun~
ty surveyor named Harvey G

Aclams.

The West Room houses 175
Avrchitectural clyawings, 237
surveys, 461 plats, 3,760 maps,
4 sections of li])rarg books and

630 bound newspaper volumes
(55 of which have been cligit~

izecl). The architectural draw~
ings are of commercial and
residential structures and have
been donated by several archi-
tects including Leo P. Adams,
who lived in Liberty and was
active in the 1940's to the
1960s.

(:le_uj (-_‘01.11111} Axchives 6.*
Historical Lil)lanj

The surveys were commissioned
to define geographical bound-
aries before a landowner plat~
ted the parcels for use. Most are
for roads, railroads or private
property. Once drawn up, plats
usually turn into a subdivision,
shopping center, streets, drain~
age, etc.

Maps are of historical Clag
County, plus state and national
areas. Theg also include histor-~
ical highwags (issuecl ]31.) gas
station), USGS maps, majps from
the county mapping depart~
ment, etc. The county also hired
third-party companies to make
maps.

The library book section is be~
ing added to constantly. It con~
sists of topics inclucling early
west, eatlg French, Spanish
southwest, western trails, native
Americans, medical, Missouri,
Kansas, Kansas Citt], local au-
thors (more than you realize),

civil wayt, Missouri river, ﬂoocls,
presidents and reference books.
Most of the bound newspaper
volumes are one of a kind (onlg
surviving physical copq) alt-
hough many have been micro-
filmed or scanned.

Other holdings include 1124ile
drawers of unidentified abstracts
(which will eventually be in-
dexed and mergecl into our cur~
rent abstract collection), the
Maienshien civil war book col~
lection, 19:)90 photos in the Mar-
cel collection, 3,800 })hotos in the
Neal Rag collection, 32 special
collections and many other
groups of books and documents.
We house the Maienshien collec~
tion for the Civil War
Roundtable of Northern Missouri.
It includes books of fiction, non~
fiction, biographies, etc. The Ar-
chives also maintains our own
collection of civil war books on
subjects such as the old south,
slaven), biographies and novels.
Maurcel Pittier, originally from
Costa Rica, operated Marcel's
Photography in the 1950s and
1960s in Liberty. Neal Ray Sho-
ger bought Marcel's business
including the photo collection
then added his own work.
All of this is stored on more than a
guarter mile of shelving. Itisa
clean, well lit, temperature~ and
humidity-controlled area. lf you
are looking to enhance your re~
search, don't forget the holdings
in the basement.
~ Kevin Fisher
Avchives Member
& Volunteer
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2019 Fxecutive Board

Officers

Ways & Means

President Stuart Elliott
1st Vice President Néll‘lCLJ George
2nd Vice President Elna Cox
Corresponcling Secretanj Marianne Hill
Recording Secretary Audrey Lammers
Treasurer ScottR. Cole
Directors
Throu,c’gh 2019 Throu,qh 2020 Throuﬁ.h 2021
Steve Olson Keith Nelson Rag Brock
Patty Rendon Joyce Schumacher Bob Corum
Committee Chairs
Records Use &~ Preservation Kevin Fisher
Membership Jane Sharon
Properties Bob Corum
Cemeteries Ken Neth
Computer Use Stuart Elliott
Volunteer Coordinator Jane Shepherd

Tony Meyers

Organizational Representatives

General Information

Hours of ration

Monday through Wednesday—9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
First Wednesday of Month—6:50 p.m. to 9 pam.
Closed on National Holidays

Mem]aers]:\ip {OI Calenclar Year

Individual & Familg (one adclress) ~ $15.00
(Meml)erships paid after October first will apply to next
calendar geay.)

Benefits of Mem])ership

Unlimited On-SiteResearch
Subscription to The Clay County MOsaic, our quarterly
newsletter

Research Policy & Fees

Non-members pay $5.00 per day for on-site research.

Member and non-member research requests by mail are
accepted. Each request must be accompanied by a self-
addressed stampecl envelope and an initial research fee of
$10.00 per surname for one hour of research. Additional

hours are $1000 per I‘IOLIY.

Cogg Prices

Original records (such as pro]aate material) $I/ page

Other published material 15 cents per page
Microfilm printouts 25 cents per page
Cornputer print-outs 25 cents per page
Oversize copies 90 cents per page
Photographs
Standard Quality 50 cents
Axrchival Quality $5.00

Alexander Doniphan Chapter DAR  Jerre Robertson
Citg of Liberty Jeanine Thill
Clag Countg Parks Beth Beckett
Clay Co. Patriots Chapter DAR LoisLong
William C. Corum Chapter SAR Drew Kingery
Newsletter Staff
Keenan Glidewell Barker
Stuart Elliott
Shirleg Fansher

J 0'-'.] ean Chamas

~Personal imaging will be charged at the above rates ~

MOsaic by Internet

If you would like to receive your future newsletters via email, please forward your email address
to: MOsaic@clagcountgarchives.org

N0
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UNFINISHED STORIES

Not all stories identified at the Archives have endings, let alone happy ones. So many resources from Clay
County s nearly 200 years offer surprising information and detail. With some, the facts are present but the back
story is incomplete.

Among the Clay County Circuit Court records is the petition of Margaret Scott, seeking to file suit as a poor
person. She “prags for leave to sue for freedom in conformity with the laws of this State.” Having been falsely
imprisoned by John Martin, for whom she worked in Kentucky and later in Platte County, Missouri, she seeks
permission to access records in North Carolina, where she was “born free, her father ]oeing a negro,and her
mother an Indian woman”. At the time of its filing with the Court, the petition states, “Your petitioner is now in
the custody of the jailor of Clay County as a ranaway slave”. The Court orders that she be permitted to pursue
the suit as a poor person, assigns Benjamin Hayes as her attorney and directs she be allowed “reasonable liberty
to attend her counsel and the court”.

This petition is filed on Margaret Scott’s behalf by Benjamin Hayes on March 18,1840. In addition to allowing
the petitioner to pursue her claim, the Court summons John Martin to answer to the charge of trespass for false
imprisonment. Later that same month, Martin appears, by his attorney, and enters a not guilty plea.

Unfortunately, the ending documentation of this matter is less than satisfactory. Five months after the first filing,
with no indication of any further action on the case, the following court docket entry is made on August 20,
1840: “Maygayet Scott vs. John Martin, suit for freedom. The Plaintiff’s attorney appears and says he will no
further prosecute this suit. It is thereupon considered that the same be and is hereby dismissed.”

This leaves the reader to wonder and speculate. The fact that a woman of color was permitted to seek a legal
remedy to the matter of her freedom in 1840 is, in itself, impressive. What a story for descendants of Margaret
Scott, but were there any? What happened to Margaret Scott? If anyone knows any more to this story, please
share it with the Archives.

CONGRATULATIONS JANE!

% Archives volunteer, Jane Sharon, was recently surprised at the Archives

; bg William C Corum Chapter, NSSAR, color 8uarcls men, Chyris Sizemore
and Michael Robertson.

.;,,.,, _ - Jane was the recipient of the
A Sons of the American

f.‘

i

=

Revolution Appreciation
Award medal and certificate
for her many years of service in
I“ ‘ ! attaining Constitution Week

I ”I'””" "':-“ pyoclamations from the Citg of
Liberty for both the Corum
Chapter and her own

Pictured left to right:

i N NSDAR Chris Sizemore, Jane Sharon & Michael Robertson

Medal of Appr tion
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SHE PRACTICED WHAT
HER FATHER PREACHED

Emma Layd, claughter of Rev.Moses Larcl, was born in 189D and raised in Libertg, Missouri. She married George
Longan shortly after graduating from a school in Kentucky. Emma was active in the community, working to se~
cure women's right to vote and serving as president of the Kansas City Equal Suffrage Association. Emma was
alsoan eayh] member and president of the Kansas Citg Women's Christian Temperance Union. Rev. Lard {ullg
supported his daughter’s efforts, once stating he would like to be remembered as “abeliever in the dignity of
womanhood at a time when most men regarded women as coy and artful pets, playthings and togs”.

Her belief that women should have the right to participate in government and vote in
elections led her to educate women on parliamentary procedure. Emma was the author

of Parliamentary Rules Made Easy and sold more than 200,000 copies of her book,

which she used to educate women around Kansas City and Missouri.

In April 1922, Emma took office as the first woman elected to the Upper House of the
Kansas Citg Citg Council. In her service as an alderman, she insisted on proper proce~
dure ]oeing followed with regard to a vote on jitneys. When the newspaper reported her
objection that she had not had the opportunity to vote in opposition, a proper vote was
ordered. Although, the prevailing side voted in favor of the measure, Longan was able

to correct the record, showing her vote and one other in opposition.

Emma Lard Longan was a lifelong advocate of education for all. She led the effort in Missouri to secure women's

right to vote and believed in prohibition. Emma formed the Longan Study Club. This organization later became

the Parliamentarg Studg Club and was led for years ]og her son, Silas W. Longan. Emma died in 1924. The photo
accompanying this article was included in more than a dozen articles in the Kansas City Star mourning her pass-
ing and acknowledging her influence. Emma Lard Longan is buried at Elmwood Cemetery in Kansas City.

~ Jane Sharon

Avrchives Member
& Volunteer

GOING TO THE FAIR

More than 1,000 people attended the recent Big Shoal Country Fair at the
Atkins-Johnson Farm and Museum (Glaclstone, MO) and many visited The
Clay County Archives booth.

The Archives sold several books and encouraged fair participants to visit the
Archives and possibly volunteer or become members. Many thanks to Diane
Davidson and Elna Cox for staffing the booth and Joyce Schumacher, Joyce
Pollock and Chris Harris for 11elping clesign the clisplag S.

Joyce Schumacher's enthusiasm is shown in the photo to the right!

Join the Archives, and join the fun!

N

-
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DISCOVERING MORE THAN CEMETERIES

One of our Cemeterg Field Specialists, Lonnie Soehlig, set out to
find the elusive Howdeshell Cemetery, south of Excelsior Springs.
Little did Lonnie know he would find so much more.

When Lonnie started his search, he had no idea that he was going to
become caretaker of the Howdeshell family in the form of three

very large, ornately framed portraits.

In talking with the current owner, it was decided the portraits
should be donated, so Lonnie brought them to the Archives. The
portraits are believed to be members of the Howdeshells, but have
yet to be identified. After scanning the portraits, it was decided,
they could be better displayed at the Clay County Museum. They
will be in their new home at 14 N Main St., Li]aertg.

~ Elna Cox
Avrchives Member
” Volunteer

JIp

Music DAY—-LIBERTY

Between the hours of 6 and 8 pm on the longest day of the year 2019, music
broke up the usual stillness in front of the Archives building. The morning
thunderstorms had parted and the temperature was almost ideal. Most listen~
ers sat on the front steps, otherssat in chairs, and a few sat inside parks cars,

with open windows.

First, the clear, pure notes of Terrie Ulman'’s flute wafted down and through-
out the area. She played traditional music, standard and religious. She told
us of her growing~up years and plaging music, in Marshall, Missouri, the
smallest city in the United States with a Philharmonic Orchestra.

Elgie Craig Davis, with his guitars and harmonicas, played bluegrass and folk
music, and entertained us with his engaging personality.
If you were not there, we hope you can come next year. Well keep you post~

ed!

~ Ann Henning
Avrchives Member
¢ Volunteer

s
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MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS
RETURN To THE ARCHIVES

In a unanimous vote taken during the October 2019 board meeting, the officers and directors enacted a meas-
ure to resume holding monthly board meetings at the Clay County Archives and Historical Library building
located on East Franklin Street in Liberty.

At the request of two board members, monthly meetings had been held at the Second Baptist Church in Liber~
ty due to the lack of handicapped access at the Archives building. Upon retirement from the board of those
two members, and with no other attendees requiring handicapped access, it was felt that the organization
would be best served by returning the monthly meetings to the Archives building,

Board meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm. Any attendees of future meetings re~
8 y P J 8
guiring assistance are asked to call ahead to arrange for help in accessing the Archives building,

The board is currently working with the City of Liberty to secure a state grant for the installation of a chairlift
and access ramps at the current Archives building. The request for proposals for initial design work was re-

leased by the city in September.
~Scott Cole

Avrchives Member
¢ Volunteer

DONATIONS

Donations of Material

Marilea Z.aj ec—Miscellaneous photos and microfilm

HOLIDAY CLOSURE

=S i?ﬁ 22

;? i T‘q} The Clay County Archives will be closed for the holidays,
ﬁ n @ppy tﬁ December ?Q, 2019 through J anuary 5, 2020.

] holidays
L

> o
20

MEMBERSHIP

Have you renewed youy meml)eyship? Or considered 8iftin8 a meml)eyship?

The Annual membership fee is $15. If the membership is paid in November or December it also includes the
following year.

Call us to ask about becoming a member, or go on line to learn more.
https://claycountyarchives.org/j3x/index.php/about-us/membership

.
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ARCHIVES
GIFT SHOP

ATLASES IKNEW FRANK ..I WISHI HAD KNOWN JESSE
Reprint O{ the 1865 Clag Countg I_IiStOIiCd]. At—' Familg, Friends and Neigh]oors in the Life and Times of the
las, with features in coloy, just like the oyiginal! James Boys $30
Incll,ldes an illdex. $QQ GWMSAWOM CWOLSYTES‘
1877 Historical Atlas of Clag Countg $15 Bud, Donnie and Me $25
Every-Name Index to 1877 Atlas $15
M
THESTORY OF LIBERTY.4rom scttlement to ISCELLANEOUS /BOOKS
ClVll W(';IY MOl‘lllll‘lel‘ltS & Mell‘lorlélls

suburb, a movie available in two formats: In Western Missouri $22
DVD_$17 each Clay County Births, 1883-84 $9

_ o Clay County Deaths, 1885-84 $9
S 111%% { $119 _eac.h cl }1 cll Clag Couutg Historic Map $15
(a or shipping and han 1118) (not available to be mailed
The VI—IS version is availa]ole in tWO forrnats, {OI Clag Co. Sesquicentennial Souvenir $30
older model players and for the current model Doctor on the Western Frontier $17
players. Specify which of the formats you desire Early Days in the West $18

’ ) Lost Voices on the Missouri $64.95
GREETING CARDS
Note Cards—10 $7.50
DIVIDED LOYALTIES - Civil War Soldiers Buried in Claq Countg $35

Biographical narratives and 8enea108ical information for more than 800 soldiers and {amilg mem-~

bers. Published to commemorate the 190th anniversary of the Civil War.

DISCOVERING HISTORIC CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI $30
Information on more than 1,100 historic sites and points of interest throughout Clay County. Includes photos,
descriptions and maps.

HISTORY OF CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI—NATIONAL HISTORICAL COMPANY, 1885 $30
Indexed and Reprinted by the Clay County Archives and Historical Library
PORTRAITS OFA FRONTIER COMMUNITY $25

The Jacob T. Hicks Glass Plate Photo Collection

Please make your check payable to:
Clay County Archives
and mail to:
P.O.Box 99
Liberty, MO 64069

All prices include mailing fees. If you wish to pick up in person,
please contact us for pricing and to ensure availability.
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Clay County Archives
¢5~ Historical Library

Street Address
210E Franklin, Li])ertg, MO 64068

Mailing Address
PO Box 99, Liberty, MO 64069

Phone
816-781-3611
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Our Mission

To procure, preserve, restore, maintain, studg, and pro~
mote manuscripts, instruments, records, charters, evi-
dence, and documents of a public or private nature
which may have statistical, legal or historical signifi-
cance to Clay County, Missouri, its government or resi~
dents, or such documents as might be desirable to the
association and to encourage public interest therein.
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Liberty, MO 64069



