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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We participated in the
2016 Charisma Teacher's
Fair at the Gladstone
Community Center for
teachers in school districts
in Clay County. We dis-
plagecl many of our pu]oli~
cations and other material
of interest to educators.
We also donated a copy of
J udge Thorp’s book as a

door prize.

We've added to our col -
lection of publications by
reprinting the Clay
County portion of the Na-
tional Historical Compa~
ny 188D History of Clay
and Platte Counties. It is
available for $30 in the
merchandise section of our
website.

Wehad many speaking
engagements including at
the Clay County Museum,

the Liberty Methodist
Church and the North

Kansas City Kiwanis
Club.

Continuing our desire to
digitize our holdings, we
purchased a 11i811~
definition camera for use
on old films in our collec~
tion as well as for maps,
plats, drawings, newspa~
pers (when appropriate),
etc.

Cla\] Couuttj Axchives &
Historical Lil)n’axq

We are beholden to our
generous patrons who do-~
nated over $900 this
guarter. It is very much
appreciated and will be
used for various projects.
Tl’l(’:ll‘lk you (:lll very l‘l‘ll.lCl’l!

~Stuart Elliott

Did you know.....?

You can support the Clay
County Archives and His-
torical Library when you
shop on line via Amazon?

Consider using Amazon
Smile, which contributes a
tiny portion of the money
from your eligible purchase
to the Archives.

Everg penny 11elps!
On your first visit to Ama-

zonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), you

need to select Clay County
Archives And Historical
Library to receive dona~
tions from eligible purchas-
es before you I)egin shop~
ping. Amazon Smile will
remember your selection,
and then every eligible
purchase you make

at smile.amazon.com will

vesult in a donation.

amazon
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2016 Fxecutive Board

Officers

President Stuart Elliott
1st Vice President Nancy George
2nd Vice President Shirleq Fansher
Corresponding Secretarg Ann Henning
Recording Secretary Jane Sharon
Treasurer Scott R. Cole
Directors
Through 2016 Through 2017 Through 2018

Patricia Rendon Keith Nelson Rag Brock

Steve Olson Joyce Schumacher Bob Corum

Committee Chairs

Records Use & Preservation Nancy George
Mem]oership Shirleq Fansher
Properties Bob Corum
Cemeteries Ken Neth
Computer Use Stuart Elliott
Volunteer Coordinator Jane Shephercl
Ways & Means Tony Meyers

Organizational Representatives

Clay County Historic Sites Beth Beckett
William C. Corum Chapter SAR Toby Proctor
Clay Co.Patriots Chapter DAR Lois Long

Alexander Doniphan Chapter DAR  Jerre Robertson
City of Liberty

J onna Wen sel

Newsletter Staff

Keenan Glidewell Barker
Stuart Flliott

Shirleg Fansher

General Information

Hours of eration

Monday through Wednesday—9 am. to 4 p.m.
First Wednesdaq of Month—6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Closed on National Holidays

Membership for Calendar Year

Individual & Familg (one adclress) ~ $1500

(Mem]oerships paid after October first will apply to next
calendar gear.)

Benefits of Mem]:)ership

Unlimited On-SiteResearch
Sul)scription to The Clay Coum‘y MOsaic, our quarterly
newsletter

Research Policy & Fees

Non-members pay $5.00 per day for on-site research.

Member and non-member research requests by mail are
accepted. Fach request must be accompanied by a self-
addressed stampecl envelope and an initial research fee of
$10.00 per surname for one hour of research. Additional

1‘.[0[118 are $1000 Pper hour.

Cogg Prices

Original records (such as pro]oate material) $l/ page

Other published material 15 cents per page
Microfilm printouts 25 cents per page
Computer print-outs D cents per page
Oversize copies 50 cents per page
Photographs
Standard Qualitg 50 cents
Axrchival Quality $5.00

~Personal imaging will be charged at the above rates ~

MOsaic by Internet

If you would like to receive your future newsletters via email, please forward your email address
to: MOsaic@claycountyarchives.org

]
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THE MYSTERY OF THE OLD TUNNEL

Some years ago, volunteers at the Clay County Archives compiled and published Doctor on the Western Frontier
— The Diaries of Dr. William Wallace Dougherty 1854-1880. Recently, while browsing through the book, one of

Dr. Dougherty 's entries caught my attention.

March 17,1878

“.. Took ./\{ary n'dilzg after dinner. Dick (and) Charl y / ‘were with us) in /l‘]ze)])ugg y. Went to Baxters Land-
ing, hitched the horses, and walked up to the tunnel ( wen l‘/ half way f]1/0118']1 it and then (came) back.
Road seemed pretty dry and we had a good drive”

[ve alwags had a fascination for caves and tunnels

so needless to say, Dr. Doughertg’s comments -COAI‘ D ISCOVER’EIL—‘VG learn that a
piqued my interest. Exactly where was this tun~ vein of stone coal has been discovered In

nel? When was it built and why? Does it still ex~
v t orth Mo.
ist? So the hunt was on. Istarted by asking other ‘h‘ tu Dﬂel o0 the SATeey of the N r

volunteers at the Archives about the tunnel. Some B. R. ‘t Bax tOl‘.O LOO di ng in tbis cou nty'
had heard of it but no one seemed to know much Tbe 008] 18 said to be of Bupcrior quality.

about it. I started searching through the Archives - d tb. 10 dgo o f 200 d thi ckness.

newspaper collection for clues. I found a brief ar~
ticle in an 1807 edition of the Liberty Iribune in~
dicating that “coal had been discovered in the tunnel.” Okay, so the tunnel was located near Baxter's Landing )
miles south of downtown Li])ertg) and was somehow associated with the railroad that was being built in that area.

My next step was to examine the Axrchives’ map collection. The older maps clearly documented that the original
route of the railroad passed very near the bluff just to the west of where the river landings had once been located.
Unfortunately, these maps don't provide enough detail to confirm the existence of or the specific location of the

tunnel.

Several weeks went by and no new information came to light. Just as [ was starting to consider that | might have to
let go without knowing the full story of the tunnel, a new clue surfaced. Included with a collection of several plats
that had recently been donated to the Archives was a detailed survey that had been prepared in 1937 for the ar-
ea west of the river bluff. Roads, railroad tracks, property lines, levees and fence lines were all shown. And there it
was—straddling the line between Sections 30 and 31 in Township 1, Range 31-a unique structure clearly labeled
as ‘Old Tunnel.”

S.Line Sec. 30
N. Lnie Sec. 3(

N\ ,><§<’ \{783Ac wd-

Tract 2\

(Continued on page 4)

A s
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THE MYSTERY .. CONTINUES

(Continued from page 3)

Armed with the exact location of the tunnel, it was time to see if aerial photographs might provide some addition~
al insight.

At first glance, a
photo taken in

1940 (left) seemed

to show what!

might have been *
an entrance to a |}
tunnel. However,
y additional re~
search suggested
that the 1940 p®
photo was most
likely showing the
early stages of

limestone mining
that was just get-
ting underway at that location. A second photo of the same area (right) shows that quarry work was in full swing
by 1957. By the time the quarry was abandoned in the 1960’s the area had been fully excavated and any evi-
dence of the tunnel had been removed.

By this time, some key parts of the tunnel mystery had been solved, but many guestions were unanswered. There
was one more place to look.. the Gazetteer folders. The “stacks” represent many gears, of work by volunteers da-
ting back to the formation of the Clay County Archives organization. Over the years, as information has been dis~
covered about a particular subject, a folder has been created and a copy of pertinent documentation has been ac-
cumulated. A guick review of the railroad folders didn't yield any clues regarding the tunnel. However an article
from the May 7,1923 edition of the Liberty Advance that was filed in the Liberty Landing folder provided all the
answers... and some new twists to the story. The article, which is reproduced below in its entirety, makes for an in-~
teresting read. As you browse the story, keep in mind that the Fighteenth Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution, which prohibited the production and sale of alcohol, was the law of the land at that time.

AN OLD TUNNEL MYSTERY

The officers received a tip that a still had been in operation in the old Wabash railroad tunnel
at Liberty Landing and the famous joottab]e Judiciary ! composed of Constable Willis Grimes,
Prosecutor Cummins and Officers John Clark and John Kennedy left for the tunnel Friday to
investigate.

When they reached the west end a big cave in of dirt had occurred about 20 feet from the en-
trance, that appeared to have just taken place.

Search of the tunnel was therefore impossible without removing an immense amount of dirt
and stone, and the officers had no shovels or force enough even to make a beginning on the job,
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THE MYSTERY .. SOLVED?

(Continued from page 4)

so they returned home without finding a criminal or convening court. Cave-ins in past years had
taken place at the other end and in places along.

It is thought the still is buried under tons of earth, and ramor has been that possibly three men
are buried or im prisonec] in the cavern.

The identity or whereabouts of the parties is not known if they are alive and out of the tunnel,
and they do not care about letting the officers know if they escaped. It is thought one of them is
known.

It is thought by some the bootleggers set off an explosion in the tunnel to hide their still and
goods, and they may have engaged in the business there on a large scale.

The tunnel has not been used for perhaps 40 years or more. It was considered unsate, and the
river had changed some so that a track could be built around the hill, and this was done.

The tunnel, in the early days of railroads, when riding on trains was a novelty, atforded a thrill
for passengers in going through it

So there it was... the complete and final story of the tunnel, all neatly bundled in a few paragraphs of an old Liber-

ty newspaper. But wait. What about those guys who were operating the still. Did they escape or are they buried
in the old tunnel? Hmmmm? Yet another mystery to be pursued.

~Tony Meyers

Archives Volunteer

TRIVIA

Question:

Where does Jackson Countg occuy
north of the River?

Where does Clay County occur south
of the River?

Answer: J = : Google

These geographical freaks of nature were both created when the river was “relocated” by the Army Corps of En-~

gineers in 1049.

A [
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RECENT DONATIONS

Tk you

Donations of Material
Gail Estes—FEstes Trails, Vol. 1, family publication 1988 - 1997 in loose-leaf binder
Cheryl Diehl—Misc. office supplies
Bob Hazlett—Goss Cemetery Record Book and Administrative Materials
Chris Harris—Georgia Bowman papers

Jane Sharon—AniMap Plus County boundary historical atlas on a CD; five photos

Loans of Materials

Meri Jane McNeece—Abstract of Title: T-D1, R-31, S—& Oscar Benson
11ouse, 1531 Richfield Road (returned)

Donations of Money

Harold Brueseke

o '*" Annual Meeting of the Clay County Archives
i and Historical Library

4
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e .";i November 5,2016
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] Watch for more details to follow.
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ARCHIVES
GIFT SHOP

ATLASES
Reprint of the 180D Clay County Historical At~

las, with features in color, just like the origiual!

IKNEWRANK... I WISHIHAD KNOWN JESSE
Family, Friends and Neighbors in the Life and Times of the
$30

James Boys

Includesan index. $22 GUERRILLAS AND OTHER CURIOSITIES
1877 Historical Atlas of Clag Countg $l5 Bud, Donnie and Me $25
EVGYLJ ~Name Index to 1877 Atlas $l3
THESTORY OF LIBERTY, 4xom scttlement to MISCELLANEOUS /BOOKS
ClVll War Monumeuts (Y'§,- Memonals

suburb, a movie available in two formats: In Western Missouri $22
DVD—$17 each Clay County Births, 1883-84 $9

_ o Clay County Deaths, 1883-84 $9
S VI—IS $1(2 _eac.h . Clay County Historic Map $15
(aclcl $c2 for shlppmg and handlmg) (not available to be mailed
The VHS version is available in two formats, for Clay Co. Sesquicentennial Souvenir ~ $30
older model players and for the current model Doctor on the Western Frontier $17
players. Specify which of the formats you desire Early Days in the West 318

’ ’ Lost Voices on the Missouri $64.95

GREETING CARDS

Note Cards—10 $7.50

DIVIDED LOYALTIES - Civil War Soldiers Buried in Clay County

Biographical narratives and genealogical information for more than 800 soldiers and {amilg mem-~

$35

bers. Published to commemorate the 190th anniversary of the Civil War.
DISCOVERING HISTORIC CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI 850

Information on more than 1,100 historic sites and points of interest throughout Clay County. Includes photos,

$30
325

descriptions and maps.

HISTORY OF CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI—NATIONAL HISTORICAL COMPANY, 1885
Indexed and Reprinted by the Clay County Archives and Historical Library
PORTRAITS OFA FRONTIER COMMUNITY

The Jacob T. Hicks Glass Plate Photo Collection

Please make your check payable to:

Clay County Archives
And mail to:
P.O.Box 99

Liberty, MO 64069

All prices include mailing fees. It you wish to pick up in person,
please contact us for pricing and to ensure availability.
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Mailing Address
PO Box 99, Liberty, MO 64069

Phone
816-781-30611
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Our Mission

To procure, preserve, restore, maintain, stuc].g, and pro~
mote manuscripts, instruments, records, charters, evi-
dence, and documents of a public or private nature
which may have statistical, legal or historical signiti-
cance to Clay County, Missouri, its government or resi~
dents, or such documents as might be desirable to the

association and to encourage public interest therein.
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Clay County Archives & Historical Library, Inc.
POBox 99
Liberty, MO 64069



