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Pharis Farm on a beautiful 
hilltop east of Liberty.  Emi-
ly Vandendaele presented 
a program on the Pharis 
property and the families 
who lived there.  It was re-
ported that we volunteered 
almost 4100 hours in the 
last year keeping up with 
our patron’s requests and 
furthering our mission. 
 
A “new” publication will 
join our list of books for sale.  
The “Clay County Missouri 
Sesquicentennial Souvenir” 
book, last published in 
1972, is now, with permis-
sion from the Alexander 
Doniphan Chapter DAR, 
reprinted.  It had become 
quite scarce over the years 
so it is a welcome relief for 
those who wanted one.  As 
an added value, it even in-
cludes our name index.  
Please contact the Archives 
to order your copy. 
 
During the Christmas 
break, the volunteers spent 
a day cleaning and organiz-
ing at the Hughes Library.  I 
want to thank them all for 
the marvelous job they did.  
When they were done, it 
was spic-and-span and ship
-shape.  Ready for another 
year of serving our patrons! 

~ Stuart Elliott 

Shirley Fansher is working 
on updating our Donor 
lists (Benefactors, Patrons, 
Friends and Contributors).  
We’ve been so busy, the 
lists have been neglected 
for a while.  But soon we’ll 
be properly acknowledg-
ing those who have been 
so generous to us.  They 
will appear in our front 
hallway, on our website 
and in the newsletter. 
 
Our map collection is get-
ting an update as well.  
Pete Kingery allowed us 
to scan his 1937 Clay 
County Atlas and David 
Bush indexed it for us.  
Bob Hazlett has been 
working on organizing our 
other scanned map imag-
es. 
 
We’ve been using a new 
Ricoh copier/printer/
scanner for a while now 
and the old one had been 
set aside.  We finally gave 
it to Hillcrest Ministries 
who will use it or sell it for 
their benefit. 
 
Cheryl Diehl, Nancy 
George, Kathleen Bird, 
Shirley Fansher and oth-
ers have organized our 
Criminal records.  Now 
that they are properly 

inventoried, abstracting 
will be easier.   
 
Ken Neth is organizing 
another cemetery tour for 
the spring.  When we 
know dates, we’ll let you 
know.  They are always 
fun and informative. 

William Jewell awarded 
volunteer Ann Henning a 
Service Award at their 
Homecoming Alumni 
Dinner.  Ann deserves our 
congratulations. 
 
After many years of hard 
work as our Volunteer 
Coordinator and User & 
Preservation Chair, Carol 
Olson stepped aside for a 
while.  It will be hard to 
fill her shoes but Jane 
Shepherd will take over as 
Volunteer Coordinator 
and Nancy George will 
helm Use & Preservation.  
Now Carol will have time 
to do her own research! 
Our annual membership 
meeting was held in No-
vember at the historic 

   P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

We would love 
to hear from you! 
 
Is there a Clay 
County topic 
you’ve always 
wondered about? 
 
Tell us what 
YOU want to see 
in the MOsaic! 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Info 2 

Walking Tourss 3 

Discovering Clay 
County 
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Contributors 5 

In Memory 6 
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2014  Executive Board 
 

Officers 

 
Directors 

 
 

 
Committee Chairs 

 
Organizational Representatives 

 
 

Clay County Parks                       Emily Vandendaele 
William C. Corum Chapter SAR Frank McMillian 
Clay Co. Patriots Chapter DAR Lois Long 
Alexander Doniphan Chapter DAR Jerre Robertson 
City of Liberty   Jonna Wensel 
 

Newsletter Staff 
 

Keenan Glidewell Barker 
Stuart Elliott 

Shirley Fansher 
 

Quarterly Newsletter of The Clay County Archives & Historical Library, Inc. 

Through 2014 Through 2015 Through 2016 

Ward Brown Raymond Brock Patricia Rendon 

Joyce Schumacher Bob Corum Nancy George 

General Information 
 

Hours of Operation 
 
Monday through Wednesday—9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
First Wednesday of Month—6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Closed on National Holidays 

 
 

Membership for Calendar Year 
 
Individual & Family (one address) -  $15.00 
(Memberships paid after October 1 will apply to next cal-
endar year.) 

 
Benefits of Membership 
 
Unlimited On-Site Research 
Subscription to The Clay County MOsaic, our quarterly 
newsletter 
 
Research Policy & Fees 
 
Non-members pay $5.00 per day for on-site research.   
Member and non-member research requests by mail are 
accepted.  Each request must be accompanied by a self-
addressed stamped envelope and an initial research fee of 
$10.00 per surname for one hour of research.  Additional 
hours are $10.00 per hour. 
 
Copy Prices 
 
Original records (such as probate material)    $1/page 
Other published material                    15 cents per page 
Microfilm printouts                         25 cents per page 
Computer print-outs                                5 cents per page 
Oversize copies                                50 cents per page 
Photographs  
 Standard Quality                           50 cents 
 Archival Quality                          $5.00  
 

Personal  imaging will be charged at the above rates. 
 

 
 
 

President    Stuart Elliott 
1st Vice President   Steve Olson 
2nd Vice President   Shirley Fansher 
Corresponding Secretary  Ann Henning 
Recording Secretary  Donna Root 
Treasurer    Scott R. Cole 

Records Use & Preservation  Carol Olson 
Membership   Shirley Fansher 
Properties   Steve Olson &  
      Bob Corum 
Cemeteries   Ken Neth 
Computer Use   Stuart Elliott 
Volunteer Coordinator  Carol Olson 
Ways & Means   Steve Olson 

MOsaic by Internet 
 

If you would like to receive your future newsletters via email, please forward your email address 
to:  MOsaic@claycountyarchives.org 
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D i s c o v e r i n g  H i s t o r i c  C l a y  C o u n t y  

Quarterly Newsletter of The Clay County Archives & Historical Library, Inc. 

Our latest book, Discovering Historic Clay County, Missouri would make a wonderful gift idea.  Call or stop 
by the Archives to pick up a copy ($25 on-site, $30 if mailed).  
                                                                                                                                                 ~Tony Meyers 
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Nancy Boland 
Medora Chrane 
Millicent Daugherty 
William W. Fish 
Alene Hagerbaumer 

Larry Hart 
Ann Henning 
Russell Lock 
Chad Means 
Ken Neth 

Ed and Kathi Rule (Corner Café) 
Karen Warren 
Sylvia Wees 

Y o u  m a k e  T h e  A r c h i v e s  a n d  

H i s t o r i c a l  L i b r a r y  P o s s i b l e  

T h a n k  Y o u !  

B e n e f a c t o r s  

2 0 1 3  &  2 0 1 4  C o n t r i b u t o r s  &  F r i e n d s  

Martha Yancy Alison 
Elizabeth Angel 
Arlyne K. Boggess  & Waller I. 
Huffman 
Doug Bogart 
Dan E. Boone 
Ray and Linnea Brock 
Michelle and Ward Brown 
Clay County Protective Assn. 
Scott and Ann Cole 
Kathryn Duncan 

Stuart Elliott 
Linda Erkelens 
Shirley Fansher 
William W. Fish 
Bill and Louise Hawkins 
Jerry and Pat Henderson 
Dail R. and Sallie Hobbs 
Jane and Dan Milner 
Carol and Steve Olson 
Gerald Owens 
Daniel and Mary Pence 

Evelyn Petty 
Beverly Sue Raile 
Patricia J. Rendon 
Leonard and Jane Pickett Sharon 
Edna Sheperd 
Woodson and Jean Warder 
Frieda Waters 
Jack Watson 
Sylvia  Wees 
 

Elizabeth Beckett 
Kathleen Bird 
Fran Broderick 
Charles Broomfield 
Steven and Mary Cockrell 
Rean Duncan 
Jane Elliott 
Sandie Follmer 
Reta McCall Gaeber 

Mariane Hill 
Antonio Holland 
Francis Hornbuckle 
Mark Kelly 
Doug Kinney 
Karen and Mark Mathes 
Bill and Mary Lou Matteson 
Frank McMillian 
Chad Means 

Keith Nelson 
Jim and Diane Patterson 
Barbara Reynolds 
Jerry Schwab 
Robert Steinkamp 
Sally Swaney 
Stanley Young  

P a t r o n s  
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I n  M e m o r y  

 
 
We are saddened to inform you about the loss of one of our volunteers.  Ms. Tester died in November 2014.  
 At the Archives, she worked on various tasks including helping patrons with their research and filing and organ-
izing obituaries.   
 
 
     
February 24, 2015 Memorial to Vernalee Tester by Ann Henning 
 
 
Vernalee Tester was my good friend.  She was one of the first to welcome my family when we moved to our farm 
near Kearney.  Our children were pre-schoolers and, as the children grew, we shared in 4-H projects such as 
cooking, entomology and dog training.  We watched with delight as Vernalee’s daughter, Nancy, showed her goat 
at the fair.  We ice skated on our farm pond and went floating on local streams.  One Christmas, while waiting on 
Santa Claus, we drove down the snowy pasture to the pond to skate but had an adventure on the return trip trying 
to drive uphill in the snow! 
 
After several years apart, I was pleased to see her volunteering at the Archives.  I joined her as she served clients 
using her wealth of knowledge of Clay County and its historic documents.  She was so dedicated to the Archives.  
She donated many hours every Tuesday over a period of about twenty years.  In her later years, when she became 
confused, she would sometimes show up on Mondays, even in the worst weather, thinking that was “her day” but 
we were glad to have her on any day.  She even thought of us at life’s end, leaving us a memorial fund.  She is sorely 
missed. 

T h e r e ’ s  m o r e  t o  o u r  n a m e . . .  

 
The Clay County Archives has more than just genealogy records.  One type of history that not everyone is aware 
of is our extensive files of cities, towns, and even subdivisions.  Some of the folders contain only a reference to some 
court document mentioning the place but most have at least a map showing the location and many have newspa-
per articles about them or some other historical reference.  For a few we even have photos.  Not all of these places 
exist today, like Acme Springs.  Some like Gosneyville are still around but have changed their name.  We just 
might have something interesting concerning a place you are interested in. 
 
Feel free to ask and we will gladly assist. 
 

 ~Steve Olson 
Archive Volunteer 
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Please make your check payable to: 
Clay County Archives 

And mail to: 
P.O. Box 99 

Liberty, MO  64069 
All prices include mailing fees. If you wish to pick up in person,  

please contact us for pricing and to ensure availability. 

ATLAS 
Reprint of the 1865 Clay County Historical At-
las, with features in color, just like the original!  
Includes an index.    $22 
 
THE STORY OF LIBERTY...from settlement to 
suburb, a movie available in two formats: 
DVD—$15 each 
S-VHS—$10 each 
(add $2 for shipping and handling) 
The VHS version is available in two formats, for 
older model players and for the current model 
players. Specify which of the formats you desire. 
 
GREETING CARDS 
Note Cards—10    $7.50 
 
DOCTOR ON THE WESTERN FRONTIER 
The Diaries of Dr. William Wallace Dougherty, 
1854-1880    $17 
 
LOST VOICES ON THE MISSOURI
( (Dougherty)    $64.95 

Quarterly Newsletter of The Clay County Archives & Historical Library, Inc. 

I  KNEW FRANK. . . I WISH I HAD KNOWN 
JESSE 
Family, Friends and Neighbors in the Life and 
Times of the James Boys   $30 
 
GUERRILLAS AND OTHER CURIOSITIES 
Bud, Donnie and Me   $25 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS  / BOOKS 
 
1877 Historical Atlas of Clay County $15 
Every-Name Index to 1877 Atlas $13 
Clay County Births, 1883-84  $9 
Clay County Deaths, 1883-84  $9 
Divided Loyalties   $40 
Clay County Historic Map   $15 
(not available to be mailed)  
Early Days in the  West   $18 
DAR Sesquicentennial Book  $30 
 
 

. 
 

A r c h i v e s  

G i f t  S h o p  

DIVIDED LOYALTIES - Civil War Soldiers Buried in Clay County             $35    
 
Biographical narratives and genealogical information for more than 800 soldiers and family mem-
bers.   Published to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Civil War.      
     
DISCOVERING HISTORIC CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI                     $30  
 
Information on more than 1,100 historic sites and points of interest throughout Clay County.  Includes photos, 
descriptions and maps.      
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Street Address 
210 E. Franklin, Liberty, MO  64068 

 

Mailing Address 
PO Box 99, Liberty, MO  64069 

 

Phone 
816-781-3611 
 

Our Mission 
 
To procure, preserve, restore, maintain, study, and pro-
mote manuscripts, instruments, records, charters, evi-
dence, and documents of a public or private nature 
which may have statistical, legal or historical signifi-
cance to Clay County, Missouri, its government or resi-
dents, or such documents as might be desirable to the 
association and to encourage public interest therein. 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
WWW.CLAYCOUNTYARCHIVES.ORG 


